
This unit introduces children to 
siege warfare and the effect of 
The British Civil Wars on 
civilians everywhere. The 
activities can be used flexibly as 
single lessons or to resource 
longer historical enquiries. A 
range of fiction and non-fiction 
text types could be used in 
literacy lessons.

Guide: 
Unit  2 Sieges

Introduction

Activities

Overview of Resources

2
Teachers’ Notes 

‘Sieges of the British Civil Wars’

2.1 
Ten Siege Words

Vocabulary list for children’s books 

2.2 
Besiege a Garrison

Learn about siege warfare 
and plan an attack on 

Basing House

2.3 
Siege Objects

Examine museum 
objects using 3D scans, 

primary sources, a 
fictional account and a 

specially commissioned 
film  

2.4
What did Ordinary 

People Lose?
Discover the effect of civil 
war on small communities 
everywhere by examining 

real archive material

National Curriculum Learning 

Objectives

• learn to construct informed 

responses that involve thoughtful 

selection and organisation of 

relevant historical information.

• understand how our knowledge of 

the past is constructed from a 

range of sources



2.2 
Besiege a Garrison 

2.2a
Plan of Attack 

This PowerPoint slide pack introduces the sieges of the British Civil Wars. 
Children work in role as Oliver Cromwell to storm the royalist garrison at 
Basing House. 

Children colour code the objects that 
will help them to undertake 5 key 
Siege Challenges. 

2.2b
Map of Basing House

Children place classroom 
resources such as Lego or 
counters on the map of Basing 
House to represent their 
cannon, soldiers and 
earthworks.

2.2c
The storm of Basing House

With the kind permission of The Hampshire Cultural Trust, this illustration 
offers a visual representation of the events of the 14th October 1645. Children 
search for the key events in the illustration and find out if their attack is 
successful. 



2.3 Siege Objects

Using this information text, children
find 10 facts about the Ferrara Sword

PowerPoint slides introduce 3 museum objects that can be viewed in 3D as digital scans.
Using these images and the resources below, children learn about the significance of 

these amazing artefacts. A specially commissioned film introduces the children to Mary 
and Thomas,  the soldier billeted in her house. These characters demonstrate how the 
objects were used in everyday life under siege.

2.3a
STAR Object Observation Sheet

2.3c and d
Bellarmine jug sources 

2.3b
Ferrara Facts

Children use the thinking routine ‘See, Think, Ask, 
Research’ to observe objects closely and find out 
more about them. 

The magical 
secrets of the 
Bellarmine jug 
are revealed 
through a 
contemporary 
source and an 
object x-ray

2.3e
Diary of a Siege

Written by ‘Mary Clay’, 
a character from our

film, this fictional 
account of life under 

siege could be used in 
guided reading 

lessons. 

https://vimeo.com/740454909/21fa7dd785


2.4 What did Ordinary People Lose?

These PowerPoint slides introduce children to real archive material. Meet John 

Chamberlaine and Elizabeth Groves and find out what soldiers took from them during 

the British Civil Wars.

This list of losses from a

Warwickshire village offers children 

an accessible primary source. 

Guided by the characters in the 

slides above, children find key words 

and phrases that help them to 

imagine the seventeenth century 

world. They find out which things 

were precious to people in the past 

and imagine the devastating effect of 

the war’s intermingling of military 

and civilian life

2.4a Loss Account Page


